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Fifth Sunday of Easter.  Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen 

Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today 

Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 
 

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE              Cantabile on “Hyfrydol”      Alice Jordan 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 

and called to live the baptized life, 

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Holy God, 

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that make a people your own, 

that restore to wholeness, 

and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that strengthen believers 

and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

waters that extend your boundless love 

and cross barriers of our own making. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that open the hearts of believers 

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 

waters that set your people on a new path, 
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rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 

that our every day is shaped by these waters 

that give us our very lives in you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                    Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones                     ELW 424 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE                        p. 138 
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THIS IS THE FEAST (Continued on next page)     p. 140 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into 

our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we 

may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of 

the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ 

testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 

had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 

men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 

saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 

was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 

four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 

animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying 

to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for 

nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the 

voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 

profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 

heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at 

the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 

distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 

entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 

house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will 

give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 

saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 

upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 

said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard 

this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even 

to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

The word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 148 (Read Responsively) 

 1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 

 5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  

 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

 9 mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 

 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12 young men and maidens, 

  old and young together.  

 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 

servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
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SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us 

already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we 

will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 

1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then 

he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       p. 142 
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*GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 

The holy gospel according to John. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus 

speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the 

cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with 

you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I 

say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                       The Rev. Dr. Jeannine Sweet 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                 I Come with Joy                       ELW 482 
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*APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our 

proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those 

often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of 

your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to 

preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in 

power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have 

sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, 

experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness 

especially Mary, Mabel, Doris, June, Barbara, Ann, Julie, Brooklyn, Carol, Anne, 

Judy, Tom, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, Barbara, Scott, 

Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Tom & Leona, Avery, Doris, John, Tim, Arleen, Betty, 

Linda, Jeff, Henry, Gary, Mary, Greg, Helen & Ron, and Max. Wipe away every 

tear. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly 

marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of 

systemic oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our 

collective body in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We bless Pastor Cruz in her spiritual walk as she takes up the mantel of Pastor for 

Grace Lutheran Church.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. 

Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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OFFERING  

 

ANTHEM               If You Love Me     Raney 

 

*OFFERING SONG        Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                 ELW 181 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER   

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 

these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

 

 

*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

p. 144 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                   p. 144 

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

                and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                  p. 146 
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COMMUNION 
 

 

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body 

and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive 

the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but 

cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you 

are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of 

personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  

  

COMMUNION HYMNS          The Church of Christ, in Every Age                   ELW 729 

                               Spirit, Open My Heart                           ACS 1043 

                 (next page) 
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*TABLE BLESSING 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Bless us now. 

Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 

glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*LITANY OF FAREWELL: INTERIM PASTOR 

Leader: A church family is constantly changing. Loved ones come to the 

end of their lives. Individuals come and go in our church life. It is 

important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of 

endings and beginnings. Today we share the time of farewell with 

Pastor Sweet, whose time as our interim minister ends. 

 

Int. Pastor: I thank Grace Lutheran Church, its members and friends, for the 

love, kindness, and support shown me these last 8 months. As I 

leave, I carry with me many memories of experiences we have 

shared together. 

 

People:  We receive your thankfulness. We accept that you now leave us 

to minister elsewhere. We express our gratitude for your time 

among us. 

 

Int. Pastor:  I thank you for your gratitude, trusting that our time together and 

our parting are pleasing to God and to the Christ we are called to 

serve. 

 

Leader:  Do you, the members of Grace Lutheran Church now release 

Pastor Sweet from the duties of interim minister? 

 

People:  We do, with the help of God. 

 

Leader:  Do you offer your encouragement for Pastor Sweet's continuing 

ministry? 

 

People:  We do, with the help of God. 
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Leader:  Do you, Pastor Sweet, release Grace Lutheran Church from turning 

to you and depending on you? 

 

Int. Pastor:  I do with the help of God. 

 

Leader:  Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry at this 

congregation? 

 

Int. Pastor:  I do with the help of God. 

During this time we have sought to maintain the life of this 

congregation and grow in love, understanding and faith through the 

use of God’s Word and the sacraments. Continue in this path. You 

have grown in readiness for a new pastor. Be patient with the new 

pastor who begins her ministry among you and support her efforts. 

 

Leader:  Let us pray: 

 

All:  GOD, WHOSE EVERLASTING LOVE FOR ALL IS 

TRUSTWORTHY, HELP EACH OF US TO TRUST THE 

FUTURE WHICH RESTS IN YOUR CARE. GUIDE US AS 

WE HOLD THESE CHERISHED MEMORIES, BUT MOVE 

IN NEW DIRECTIONS UNTIL THAT TIME TO COME 

WHEN WE ARE COMPLETELY ONE WITH YOU AND 

WITH EACH OTHER. IN THE NAME OF JESUS OUR 

SAVIOR AND LORD WE PRAY, AMEN. 

 

Leader:  Go now, Pastor Sweet, surrounded by our love and led by the 

promises of God, the presence of Jesus Christ, and the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN               Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded                ACS 933 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE            Festive Postlude on “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”          Paul Fey 
 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted 

and/or streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

 

Cantabile on "Hyfrydol", Music:  Alice Jordan, 1916-1992, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887. Music © 1974 Lorenz 

Publishing Company, admin Music Services.  Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights 

reserved. 

 

Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones, Text: J. Athelstan Riley, 1858-1945. Text © Oxford University Press. Text reprinted 

and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  Music: Geistliche 

Kirchengesänge, Köln. 1623.  Public domain. 

 

I Come With Joy, Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936. Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company.  Music: W. Walker, 

Southern Harmony, 1835;  arr. hymnal version.  Arr. © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.   Reprinted and/or streamed with 

permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

If You Love Me, Words and Music: Joel Raney, b. 1956.  Words and Music © 2019 Hope Publishing 

Company.  Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950.  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress, Music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress,  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense 

#A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

The Church of Christ, in Every Age, Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. Text 

reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. Music: William Knapp, 

1698-1768. Public domain. 

 

Spirit, Open My Heart, Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947.  Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press, Musi: Irish melody, adapt. Alfred V. 

Fedak, b. 1953.  Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak.  pub. MorningStar Music Publishers.  Reprinted and/or streamed with 

permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded, Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  Music: Giovanni 

Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622.  Public domain. 

 

Festive Postlude on “All Creatures of our God and King”, Music: Paul Fey, b. 1998.  Copyright © 2021 Paul Fey.  All 

rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and 

has them available for later viewing through our website.  We may also use still photography of 

church activities for church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, 

you acknowledge that you may be photographed and you consent to our use of it for these 

purposes.  The video capture of congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you 

want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on 

the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   

 

Council Representatives Ministries 

Rusty Washburn President The Rev. Dr. Jeannine Sweet Interim Pastor 

Terry Neal Vice President  863-816-3555 

Barbara Carpanini Corp. Secretary  Jeanninesweet9@gmail.com 

Marty Lewis Treasurer Kandyn Mathes Admin. Assistant 

James Irish Rec. Secretary  (863) 686-5585 

Mary Flekke Financial Secretary churchgracelakeland@gmail.com 

Kristen Storms Christian Ed. Lynda Mack Bookkeeper 

Naomi Thomsen Finance Lynda.mackcpa@yahoo.com 

Naomi Thomsen Memorial  (863) 660-5859 

Laura Blanchette Cong. Care Mary Flekke Bell Choir Director 

Rusty Washburn Property mflekke@tampabay.rr.com 

Dan Stoller Social Ministry  (863) 660-1156 

Terry Neal Stewardship Art Pranno Choir Director 

Marty Lewis Worship/Music Gene Hodges Organist 

Jon Thiele  Rita Fandrich Pianist 

  Marty Lewis Worship Band Director 

   drmslewis@gmail.com 

   (863) 648-4770 

  Church Website www.gracelakeland.com 

 

mailto:churchgracelakeland@gmail.com
mailto:Lynda.mackcpa@yahoo.com
mailto:mflekke@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:drmslewis@gmail.com

